History and development process of Public Health
in China

Bunsho Lee

There are archaeological records showing the existence of epidemics in ancient China.

During the urbanization period of China, many people died from infectious
diseases such as the bubonic plague and malaria. During those times, China tried
to treat infectious diseases using its own medical approaches. Modern China was
impoverished by multiple invasions from other countries. In addition, cholera and
bubonic plague epidemics necessitated the establishment of public health services. In
order to control the epidemics, China enlisted the cooperation of the League of Nations
Health Organization to carry out public health projects. However, these efforts were
interrupted due to opposition from foreign countries with vested interests in China.
Later, during the planned economy era, China succeeded in reducing the number of
cases of infectious diseases such as smallpox with the cooperation of the WHO. In
the socialist market economy period, many emerging infectious diseases originated in
China. COVID-19, which occurred from the end of 2019, claimed a great number of
victims around the world. Concerned about the collapse of the medical system, China
adopted a "zero Corona policy" to curb the increase in infections.

In the future, it is desirable to scientifically examine the effectiveness of the
measures taken by China against COVID-19. Furthermore, we look forward to
China’s continued cooperation with the WHO and its contributions to improvements

in global health and hygiene.
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